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California is one of few States that has been 
fortunate in having laws which regulate the construction 
and operation of Employee Housing or, as they're sometimes 
referred to, — Labor Camps, 

The first enactment came about in 1913 during 
Governor Hiram Johnston's term of office, As the direct 
result of riots in a Northern California agricultural 
area, the executive officer of the first Commission of 
Housing wrote a very enlightening report, clearly placing 


the blame and responsibility with the growers for poor 


ol thosefound in the riot area, 


é, 


In 1915 the Division of Beasties was entrusted 
with the responsibility of enforcement of the State Labor 
Camp Act, and it has remained with the Division ever since, 

There are approximately 7500 employee housing 
projects of record at this time, Ninety percent of the 
7500 are in agriculture, The balance are in oil, railroad, 
mining and similar industries, 

Agricultural camps heretofore have been the 
biggest problem, 

State law does not require prior notice of 
construction or operation, Camps have been found by hitting 
the side roads and backroads, Generally the most likely 
place to find a camp was to find that portion of a farmer's 
land least suitable for farming, It usually developed that 


such a site was also the least suitable for housing. 


In spite of the fact that the State law is a very 
modest document with the most meager standards for health 
and safety, we have in recent years been able to obtain 


housing accommodations far in excess of the minimum standards, 


: locate projects on saktable Land, Water MOREY: and sewage 
disposal has continually required the most attention from 
both the farmer and enforcement official, The Division of 
Housing by mutual agreement has usually left these two subjects 
to local health departments to approve or disapprove, 

The Division has over the years concentrated on 
obtaining better structures and giving more attention to 
other details that make for ease of maintenance, In many 
cases it has been necessary to institute legal action; however, 
prosecution has been only as a last resort, 

In the past 10 years, millions of dollars have 
been spent by California farmers to develop housing far 
beyond minimum requirements of law, As a matter of fact, 
dozens of large association camps have accommodations that 
would easily meet the minimum requirements of the State Motel 
Act. 

In recent years the domestic farm hand has 
disappeared into other agricultural and industrial activities 
so that an increasing number of contract foreign labor has 
been used by agriculture in California as well as in other 
states, The Mexican National is a "natural" for the "stoop" 


labor, and is a good worker in hot climates, 


" ) figure in oun boder conties,) more and more Nationals are 


fi being employed progressively through the central and northern | 


areas of the State, 


last year 130,000 Nationals were used at peak - 
it is anticipated that 180,000 will be in California this 
season, rot of —~ Mote 

No longer do we have to seek out’ ‘the camps, ° etecas 
are learning that it pays to contact local agencies and the 
Division and obtain their advice prior to new construction 
or expansion, One advantage also is an agreement we operate 
under which permits the Division to check and certify housing 
acceptance prior to occupancy by any foreign contract worker, 

In the pictures you are about to see I have selected 
at random typical camps from various areas, With the exception 
of the opening series of abandoned wet-camps, you will note no 
"lean-tos" or"packing crate" housing, Farming is big business, 
and so is the housing that is associated with it. Growers who 
formerly gave us a bad time have since praised the Division for 
its efforts to make them see the light, 


Now, we'll admit we still have some poor housing for 


many of our employees. However, the percentage continues to 


drop as we keep at it. At a4 last, I meee we gh reashed 


MntE Peto YE p wow Ag 
an era of enlightenment, that good housing “rough sound causknietie: 


and maintenance pays dividends, 


